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March 26, 2019

The Honorable Josh Shapiro, Attorney General
Pennsylvania Office of Attorney Genetal

16th Floor, Strawbetry Square

Harrisburg, PA 17120

Dear General Shapiro,

We, members of the House Human Services Committee, applaud the efforts of the Office
of the Attorney General to address the opioid crisis Pennsylvania is currently facing. We thank you
for your work in holding drug dealers and doctors alike responsible for the role they play in this
cists, and especially for the expansion of investigations into the manufacture, sale and distribution
of prescription opioids.

As such, we are writing to urge you, the top law enforcement official in Pennsylvania, to be a
national example and lead the effort to hold these manufacturers and distributors accountable for
their unlawful business practices, the public health crisis they have created and for the countless
deaths this crisis has caused across our Commonwealth.

According to a study by the federal Drug Enforcement Administration and the University of
Pittsburgh, the rate of overdose deaths in Pennsylvania is 42 deaths per 100,000 people, or almost
double the national average of 22 deaths per 100,000. In some counties, the rate is as high as 77
deaths for every 100,000 people. These numbers ate jarring and only begin to touch the sutface of
this epidemic. Other, just as costly, considerations include non-fatal overdoses, addiction treatment
costs, babies born with Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome, children losing one or both parents,
grandparents raising grandchildren, and the list goes on.

As we, the Human Services Committee, continue to work on legislative solutions to this
crisis, we implote you to do all in your powet to take swift and appropriate action to address the
cote source of this epidemic: opioid manufacturers and distributors.

Specifically, we urge you to file suit against the responsible companies for their unlawful
business practices regarding the marketing and sale of their products, and to file wrongful death
lawsuits on behalf of the thousands of Pennsylvania families who have lost loved ones to this
epidemic.
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We, the undersigned, sincerely thank you for your time and consideration of this most
impottant request. Further, we thank you for all you have done for the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania.

Best regards,

Angel Cruz
Democratic Chairman
House Human %ervices Committee
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