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The HonorableJosh Shapilo, Attorney General
Pennsylvania Offtce of Attorney General
16th F'ioor, Strawberry Square
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Dear General Shapiro,

We, members of the House Human Sewices Committee, applaud the efforts of the Office
of the Attorney Genetal to address the opioid crisis Pennsylvanta is currently facing. !7e thank you
for your work in holding dtug dealers and doctors alike responsible for the role they play in this
crisis, and especially for the expansion of tnvestigations into the manufacture, sale and distribunon
of prescription opioids.

As such, we are wdting to urge you, the top law enforcement official in Pennsylvania, to be a
national example and lead the effort to hold these manufacturers and distributors accountable for
theit unlawful business practices, the public health crisis they have created and for the countless
deaths this crisis has caused across our Commonwealth.

According to a study by the federal Drug Enforcement Administration and the University of
Pittsburgh, the rate of overdose deaths in Pennsylvania is 42 deaths per 100,000 people, or almoit
double the national average of 22 deaths per 100,000. In some .ornti"r, the rate is as high as 77
deaths fot every 100,000 people. These numbers arc ianing and only begin to touch the surface of
this epidemic. Othet, just as costly, considerations include non-fatal overdoses, addiction treatment
costs, babies born with Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome, children losing one or both parents,
grandparents raising grandchildren, and the list goes on.

-r\s we, the Human Services Committee, continue to work on legislative solutions to this
crisis, we implore you to do all in your power to take swift and appropriate action to address the
core source of this epidemic: opioid manufacturers and distributors.

Specifically, we urge you to file suit against the responsible companies for their unlarvful
business practices regatding the marketing and sale of their products, and to file wrongful death
lawsuits on behalf of the thousands of Pennsylvania families who have lost loved ones to this
epidemic.
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We, the undersigned, sincerely thank you for your time and consideration of this most
important request. Further, we thank you for all you have done for the Commonr.vealth of
Pennsylvania.

Best regards,

Angel Cruz
Democratic Chairman
House Human Servrces Committee
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Danilo Burgos
State Representative, 197 th

Isabella Fitzgerald
State Representative, 203rd{ffi 1{r1^F^4- f . +t"*t -.dL_

Joseph Hohenstein
State Representative, 1 77th

Stephen I(insey
State Representative, 201 st

Iftistine Howard
State Representative, 1 67'l'
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Mauteen N{adden
State Representative, 1 15th

Mike Schlossberg
State Representative, L32nd

Brian Sims
State Representative, 1 82nd

Sensitivity: lnternal
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(iene lamo
State Representative, 1 8th

Doyle H
State Representative, 122nd
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te Representatrve, 80th

Natalie Mihalek
State Representative, 40th
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Lo N{izgors

State Rep fesentatlve, 30th

Justin Simmons
State Representative, 131st

onathan Hershey
State Representative, B2nd

Thomas Murt
State Representative, 152nd

Jatnes Struzzi
State Representative, 62nd

..? ..;,
- "i i;' ,/- ,/ (,'

*":,.{ /" /k''-t
'fodd Polinchock
State Representatir.e, 1 44th
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Tarah 'Ioohil
State Representative, 116th
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